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Census Statistics on Canned Foods 


With this issue of the Information Letter is being mailed a 
bulletin giving the statistics on canned foods production in 1925 
as compiled by the U. S. Census Bureau. The output of the 
principal articles, by states, is shown, so far as this can be done 
without disclosing the output of individual concerns. If any 
member should fail to receive a copy of the bulletin, please notify 
the Association. 


Veterans Bureau Seeks Canned Foods Bids 


The Veterans Bureau is asking for bids, to be opened May 6, 
on the following articles: Asparagus tips, medium green, 13,904 
dozen No. 1 cans; asparagus tips, soup, 1,110 dozen No. 10 cans; 
peas, 1,782 dozen No. 2 cans and 3,635 dozen No. 10 cans; spin- 
ach, 9830 dozen No. 21% cans and 4,341 dozen No. 10 cans. 

Blanks on which to submit proposals may be obtained from 
the Assistant Director, Supply Service, Veterans Bureau, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


Bids Asked on Evaporated Milk for the Navy 


The Navy Department is asking for bids on 8,000,000 
pounds of evaporated milk, in multiples of 100,000 pounds, for 
delivery to both east and west coast yards and stations, under 
Schedule 7070, opening June 1, 1927. Bidding blanks, which 
include specifications, may be obtained by interested producers 
upon application to the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy 
Department, Washington, D. C. 


Revised Statistics on Prospective Canning Crop Acreage 


Revised figures on the acreage intended to be planted in 
sweet corn, green peas and tomatoes have been issued by the 
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Bureau of Agricultural Economics, indicating that there will be 
a reduction of 26 per cent in corn, 28 per cent in peas, and 2 
per cent in tomatoes, as compared with last year. The Bureau's 


first report was published in the Information ‘Letter for 
March 26. 


The packers on whose reports the Bureau's figures are based 
represent 43 per cent of the total acreage in corn, 40 per cent of 
the total acreage in peas, and 40 per cent of the acreages in to- 
matoes for manufacture as published for 1926. 


The following table furnishes the revised statistics, by 
states: 


Corn Peas ‘Tomatoes 
Inc. or Not re- 
State Re- De- Re- De- Re- - porting 
ports crease ports crease ports 
No. c No. 


Pet, 


California 
Colorado 
Delaware 
Tilinols 
Indiana 
lowa 
Kentucky 
aine 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Oh 
Pennsylvania 
Tennessee 


Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Other States . 


Total or Average .... 3 b 28 
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Standards for Beans 


United States standards for string beans, wax or green 
(1927), have been issued by the Bureau of Agricultural Econ- 
omics. The text of the standards follows: 


GRADES 


U. S. No. 1 shall consist of beans of similar varietal characteristics 
which are fairly bright, fresh, fairly young and tender, firm, of reasonably 
uniform size, and free from damage caused by dirt, leaves, leaf stems, 
foreign matter, hail, disease, insects or mechanical or other means, 

In order to allow for variations incident to proper grading and 
handling, not more than 10 per cent, by weight, of the beans in any lot 
may be below the requirements of this grade, but not to exceed a total of 
5 per cent, shall be allowed for defects causing serious damage, and not 
more than two-fifths of this amount or 2 per cent, shall be allowed for beans 
affected with soft rot. 
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U. S. No. 2 shall consist of beans of similar varietal characteristics 
which are fairly fresh, firm and free from serious damage caused by dirt, 
leaves, leaf stems, foreign matter, hail, disease, insects, or mechanical or 
other means. 

In order to allow for variations incident to proper grading and 
handling, not more than 10 per cent, by weight, of any lot may be below the 
requirements of this grade. 

Unclassified shall consist of beans which are not graded in con- 
formity with any of these grades. 

U. S. Fancy is provided for the use of those who wish a special grade 
for the superior beans which meet its requirements. U. S. Fancy shall 
consist of beans of similar varietal characteristics which are well formed, 
bright, clean, fresh, young and tender, firm, of reasonably uniform size and 
free from damage caused by leaves, leaf stems, foreign matter, hail, dis- 
ease, insects or mechanical or other means, 

In order to allow for variations incident to proper grading and 
handling, not more than 10 per cent, by weight, of the beans in any lot 
may be below the requirements of this grade, but not to exceed a total of 
5 per cent, shall be allowed for defects causing serious damage, and not 
more than two-fifths of this amount or 2 per cent, shall be allowed for 
beans affected with soft rot. 

DEFINITION OF GRADE TERMS 

As used in these grades: 

1. “Similar varietal characteristics” means that the beans in any 
container are of the same color and general type. For example, wax and 
green beans, or beans of the Refugee and Valentine types must not be 
mixed. 

2. “Firm” means that the beans are not wilted or flabby. 

3. “Damage” means that the beans are injured to an extent readily 
apparent upon examination. Beans showing spots due to Blight, Anthrac- 
nose or similar spots are damaged. 

4. “Serious damage” means that the beans are injured to such an 
extent as to seriously injure the appearance or keeping quality of the lot. 


Car Loadings 


For the third consecutive week loadings of revenue freight 
have exceeded the million-car mark, the total for the week ended 
March 26 being 1,088,888 cars. This was an increase of 2,027 
cars over the preceding week and of 40,943 cars over the cor- 
responding week last year. 


More About Malayan Pineapples 


The American Consul at Singapore, reports that even 
though prices have advanced on account of the decrease in the 
local production of pineapples during the past two years, it does 
not appear that exports have been limited for the purpose of 
forcing up prices. Malaya does not produce enough canned 
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pineapples to exercise any effective control of world markets. 
The annual Hawaiian production is nearly 9,000,000 cases; while 
the maximum Malayan production is 1,500,000 cases, with actual 
production during the past two years of about 1,000,000 cases. 

The United States constitutes the principal market for 
canned pineapples. The Malayan product is effectively excluded 
from this market by an import duty of 2 cents per pound. This 
is indicated by the fact that shipments of this product to the 
United States from Malaya were valued at less than $60,000 
in 1926. 

The declining reputation of Malayan pineapples, especially 
in Great Britain, forced the local canners to improve the quality 
of their product by discarding over-ripe and poor quality fruit, 
with a consequent decline in the quantity produced. 

The 1926 exports of canned pineapples from Mayala were 
as follows: To the United Kingdom, 30,099 tons; British Posses- 
sions and Protectorates, 6,486 tons; Continent of Europe, 1,136 
tons; United States, 557 tons; Japan, 3 tons; Other countries, 
1,351 tons. 


Bulletin on Pea Aphid 


The Maine Agricultural Experiment Station at Orono has 
issued a bulletin on the pea aphid in Maine, furnishing informa- 
tion with respect to the damage caused by the aphid, its sea- 
sonal history, recognition marks, plants it uses as food, the part 
it plays as a carrier of plant disease, and natural controls and 
remedial and preventive measures. 


Canned Food Advertising in England 


The story of the can of beef which was included in the 
stores of Sir John Franklin's Polar expedition eighty-one years 
ago and which was recovered in 1926 in good condition, is being 
distributed by a large canned food dealer in England in a leaflet 
entitled “Eighty-one Years in a Tin’. This incident was noted 
in Information Letter No. 158. 


Plans to Can Chick-Peas in Mexico 


The Mexico office of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce reports an announcement by ex-President Obregon 
of Mexico that a canning plant capitalized at approximately $250,- 
000 is to be organized to operate on the West coast of that coun- 
try. It is planned, according to this report, to can garbanzos, 
or chic-peas, which are extensively used in Cuba and Spain as 
a foodstuff, but which, so far as known, have not been put up 
in the canned form. 
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